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1. The Big-Box Antidote
William A, Kilian Hardware
Since 1913, Kilian has offered
Philadelphia residents all the
trappings of a classic hardware
store: creaky floors, narrow aisles,
and tall shelves loaded with every
sort of item imaginable for the care
and upgrading of old houses. Need
asack of plaster washers, herbal
moth repellent, or a 3-pound
window-sash weight? Kilian has all
that, along with more than 25,000
other items. If you can't experience
Kilian's firsthand, log on o its
website and wander throughiits
virtual aisles. kilianhardware.com

2. Old Knobs, New Doors
Old Rose Hardware Co.
Installing a vintage doorknob ona
new door can be like trying to fit the
proverbial square peg into a round

hole. Enter Weber Wilson of Old

Rose in Portsmouth, Rhode Island.
He created universal spindles and
set screws, as well as decorative
rosettes and lock plates, that are
compatible with modern locksets.
You just supply the old knob. $62.50
for the retrofit hardware and trim
set. oldrosehardware.com
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=== Rather than shelling
out big bucks for a consultant to,
say, specify a mortar mix for re-
pointing the brick on his 1880s
rowhouse, TOH senior technical
editor Mark Powers gets the advice
free on the National Park Service's
website. Since 1975, experts in the
building sciences and trades have
compiled preservation briefs ona
number of topics, including how to
properly clean a marble mosaic and
the best methods for restoring
plaster-and-lath walls. Download
one of the 47 pamphlets.
nps.gov/history/hps/tps

4. Stunning

Stained Glass

Kokomo Opalescent Glass Co.
Streakies and Opalumes may
sound like lyrics from a psychedelic
Beatles song, but they're actually

just two product collections from
the country's oldest manufacturer
of opalescent and stained glass.
Indiana’s Kokomo Opalescent
makes rolled sheet glass and
pressed jewels in the same hands-
on fashion used in 1888 when Louis
Comfort Tiffany placed the first
order. Following your template,
Kokorno will trim glass for a new
window or an antique restoration in
any one of its 300 colors and 14
textures. Starting at $7.50 a square
foot for rolled glass; a box with 200
samples showing all the patterns
and Kokomo's most popular colors
is $65. kog.com

5. Expert Bathtuhb
Refinishing

Amerigiaze

If you've ever fallen for a vintage tub
or sink only to reject it because of
chipped or worn porcelain, take
heart. Mike Ripp of Ameriglaze can
apply a new finish that, according to
Tabitha Long, co-owner of Chicago's
Island Girl Salvage, is “more
durable, more consistent, witha
better sheen” than any other. Long
should know, having put a variety of
techniques to the test onthe tubs
she rescues from demolished
houses. Ripp is based in Skokie,
lllinois, but he canrecommend a
proin your area. Reglazing from
$350. ameriglazeinc.com
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6. Lamp Makeover
The Antigue Lamp Co.
The quickest way to transforr
an old light, other than chang
the shade, is to replace the vii
cord with an elegant fabric-cc
one. The Antique Lamp Co. in
Buffalo, New York, carries ray
cording in gold, white, brown,
black, companion Bakelite plt
and a variety of other lamp pz
even brass socket housings.
90 cents per foot of cording.
antiguelampco.com

7. Aged Mirror Glass

R Squared Antiqued Mirro
Vintage frames are easy to cor
by, but the beautifully aged mi
tofill them, well, not so much.
Robert Hines of R Squaredin

Charleston, South Carolina, th
answer is new glass made old.
Starting with a sheet of glass, |





